
 

Frances Laforey was born in Virginia in 1767, and 
entered the service in 1780. Moving through the 
ranks, he was named Lieutenant 1789 
andCommander  in1790. He Commanded the Fairy  
in the West Indies in 1791-1793  and following the 
capture of Tobago in the Windward Islands in 
1793 he was promoted captain.  
‘  
He Commanded the Scipio  with his father, in the 
Leeward Island in 1795-96, and assisted in the 
capture of the Dutch settlements of Demerara, 
Essequibo, and Berbice in 1796. In command of the 
38 gun frigate Hydra, he took part in the pursuit 
and destruction of the French frigate Confiante  
near Le Havre in 1798.  
 

He Commanded the Spartiate  at the Battle of 
Trafalgar 1805 -  after which he was awarded  a 
gold medal, the thanks of Parliament, and a 
sword of honour from the Patriotic Fund. He 
carried the standard in the first barge in Lord 
Nelson's funeral from Greenwich.  
‘ 
Still in command of the Spartiate,  he was  at 
Rochefort in 1807-8, blockading Vice-Admiral 
Allemand's fleet; and in 1809 assisted in the 
capture of the Neapolitan islands of Ischia and 
Procida. Promoted to Rear-Admiral in 1810. 
Commander-in-Chief, Leeward islands, 1811-14.  he 
was knighted in1815. Made Vice-Admiral  in 1819 
and Admiral 1830, he died at Brighton in 1835 

 



 





 

 
 

 Sacred to the memory of 
Sir FRANCES LAFOREY,  
Admiral of the Blue and 
Commander of the Bath, 
who died June 17th 1836 

aged 67 years  
 
  


